A Simple and Accurate Method of
COPY.FITTING
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Most methods of copy-fitting rely on an aver-
age number of words to the square inch, but vari-
ations in the character of copy and in the set
width of different faces combine to make any such
method inaccurate and deceptive.

The most accurate system is one based on char-
acter count and with the help of the convenient
tables included on the following pages, this
method will be found easy and rapid.

Number of Characters in Manuscript —
Typewriters are so designed that each character
receives the same space horizontally. On most
typewriters there are ten characters to the inch.
Multiglythe average number of characters per line
by the number of lines. ExampLE: A manuscript
has an average of 64 characters to. the line, 25
lines to the page, 10 pages: 64 x 25 = 1600 X 10
« 16,000 characters.

The short lines at the end of patagraphs can be
counted as full lines because there will be similar short
lines when it is set in type. ExcepTion: If there is a

¥ large difference between the width of manuscriptend -
. width of type, say the manuscript averages 70 char-

acters to the line and the type 30, this will not average
" ‘out and some allowance should be made.

Fo Find Number of Lines of Type —
Select your type-face, size, and length of - line.
Refer to the tables on the following pages for the
average number of characters to the line. Spaces
between words and punctuation points are count-

" ed as characters. Divide this into the number of

characters in your manuscript. ExampLe: We will
set the manuscript of the previous example in 10

point Bodoni Book 18 picas wide. Reférring to

the table we see that this will average 50 char-
acters to the line. 16,000+ 50 = 320 lines.

To Find Depth in Picas— Multiply the

- numbet. of lines by the fractional relation whxch

the body size  bears to 12: i. e, 6 pt. = 13; 8 pt.
=%; 10 pt. = %; 12 pt. = 1; l4pt = 1%; 18 pt.
=1Y,7 ExampLe: We are setting 320 lines of 10
point; 320 %% = 266%, or 266 picas, 8 points,
which will be' the depth of the column.

If Matter Is Leaded — Leading does not
affect the number of lines but it does affect the
dept] icm picas. Be careful to use body size instead
of f5ce size. 8 point, leaded 2 points, is on a 10
pomt body. ExampLe: If the manuscript is to be
set in 10 point 2 point leaded it is on.a 12 point
body and will therefore be 320 picas deep.

Spacing — The tables are all based on close
spacing which is always to be recommended not

only for economy of space but for appearance. -
Caution the operator to fill his lines and to use -

thin space bands for the smaller sizes.

 Length: of Line —The ideal lecigth of Tine

is about 40 characters in any size. Lines of less
than 30 or more than 50 characters should be

avoided. ExampLe: The ideal measure for 10

point Benedictine would be 16 picas. It should
never be set narrower than 12 picas nor wider
than 20 picas.

Typing to Fit — If type-face, size and meass - '}
ure are determined in advance, the copy can be . |}

sent to the printer typed with the proper number

of characters to the line so that the proof will run -

practically line for line with it. ExampLe: Type
is to be set in 12 point Caslon Old Face 20 picas
wide. Instruct typist to set typewriter for average
line of 48 characters.

Setting Run-Arounds — Type to be set
around cuts or in irregular shapes can be accu-

rately charted by this method.
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