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Address all communications to:

Alfred Archer, Editor
Star Parts Company
240 South Main Street
South Hackensack, N. J. 07606

ANY MATERIAL IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE

REPRINTED, WITH THE PUBLISHER’S PERMISSION.
Text of this issue of SHOP TALK set in 9 pt. Impressum

The unusual contraption shown
on this page is the direct ancestor
of the modern offset press. It is
one of several lithographic presses
developed over 150 years ago by
Alois Senefelder, the inventor of
lithographic printing.

He discovered that the porous
surface of limestone, when ground
flat, had an affinity for both oil-
base inks and water. Thus when
& greasy ink was applied to a dry
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stone, that area would later repel
water. When water was brushed
on the surface of the stone, ink
would not adhere to the damp-
ened stone, but only to the areas
of the grease image.

Taking advantage of this prin-
ciple, Senefelder prepared draw-
ings and illustrations for litho-
graphic reproduction by drawing
on paper with an oil-base ink.
This was transferred to a fine-
grained Bavarian limestone by
rubbing or burnishing. When the
entire stone was first dampened
and then ink applied to the sur-
face, the ink adhered only where
the oil-base image appeared.

The lithographic press illus-
trated may have been used to re-
Continued on Page 7



