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Address all Communications to:
Alfred Archer, Editor
Star Parts Company
2 South Main Street
South Hackensack, N. J.

ANY MATERIAL IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE

REPRINTED, WITH THE PUBLISHERS PERMISSION.
Text of this issue of SHOP TALK set in and 10 point Star News.

OTTMARS MARVELOUS MACHINE
by Alfred Archer
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The illustrations on this page
and on our front cover are from
a patent application filed by Ott-
mar Mergenthaler covering the
first practical linecasting machine.
The “Blower’’ Linotype, as it was
known, first operated in the com-
posing room of the New-York
Tribune on Sunday, July 4, 1886.
It set as much type in an hour as
could six hand compositors. This
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may have been the reason the
first machine was installed and
operated on a long weekend.

At first glance this machine may
seem to have little relationship to
linecasting equipment of today.
Yet the principal sections of as-
sembling, casting, distribution and
driving in modern machines are
found in the original.

The magazine, instead of con-



